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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND JUSTICE STANDING COMMITTEE 
Fifth Report - Annual Report 2003-04 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah) [10.05 am]:  I present for tabling the fifth report of the Community 
Development and Justice Standing Committee entitled “Annual Report 2003-2004”.  

[See paper No 3049.] 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  I congratulate the Education and Health Standing Committee for the report it has just 
presented to the Parliament and acknowledge the importance of that report to our ability to address ADHD in 
future.  

I am pleased to make some brief comments on the annual report of the committee I have chaired during the past 
four years.  This report covers the period 1 July 2003 to 30 June 2004.  During that period the committee 
investigated arts in regional Western Australia.  I tabled a report in Parliament two weeks ago.  

During that period, as part of its inquiry into regional arts, the committee visited all the regions in Western 
Australia.  I will not speak in detail on that report because I did that when I tabled it two weeks ago.  However, I 
will highlight a couple of key issues on the scope of the committee’s work during that period.  I also want to put 
on the record my congratulations to all the people who appeared before the committee over the past year.  The 
scope of the inquiry was wide-ranging and, as I said, included visits to all regions of Western Australia.  I pay 
tribute to passionate arts practitioners, such as Pamela Toster in Ballidu, who has been involved in the Ballidu 
Contemporary Arts Society for many years.  Other people who have made similar contributions include Mark 
Norval and his support staff in Derby, who are using the arts to address truancy among indigenous communities.  
I acknowledge the world-class arts contribution of Mark Bin Bakar and Mr Stephen “Baamba” Albert of 
Goolarri Media Enterprises in Broome.  Their organisation has achieved international standing, particularly for 
indigenous arts.  I also acknowledge the importance of the arts to the Kalgoorlie-Boulder and Esperance regions.  
The contributions of people such as Mrs Heather Gee of Esperance and Ms Ainsley Foulds of Hopetoun and the 
contributions of many others to small communities such as Hopetoun and Ravensthorpe are very important.  The 
arts community in the mid west region is very vibrant and has tremendously important historical significance to 
Western Australia.  That is no better highlighted than through people such as Mrs Bernadette Anderson, who is 
the regional community arts cultural and development officer in that city.  The vibrant arts communities in the 
south west and great southern regions are epitomised by the passions and advocacy of Mrs Jo O’Dea, who is the 
arts event coordinator in Bunbury; Mr Christopher Holden, the president of the Spectrum Theatre Inc in Albany; 
and Justin and Hannah Clapin in the smaller town of Denmark.  The internationally recognised International Arts 
Space in the wheatbelt town of Kellerberrin attracts national and international attention for its artistic 
innovations.   
My region, the Peel region, is rich in arts practitioners and people who have an enduring belief in the importance 
of arts and who believe in building the community by creating innovative communities that encourage an active 
and healthy participation in life.  I salute the people in the Peel region, including Lesley Couzens from the 
Mandurah Performing Arts Centre and Marion Palmer, who is a fantastic state school teacher at the Mandurah 
Senior College.  Her total dedication to the teaching of drama and her commitment to the students deserves 
acknowledgment.   
I have mentioned just a few people.  The committee met with and heard from more than 150 people.  A number 
of them either presented submissions, appeared before us or briefed us on their particular circumstances.  During 
its travels in the past year the committee learned that these people are magnificent contributors to their 
communities.  They continue to build the arts as an important part of the cultural and, indeed, economic life of 
the communities in which they live.   
I recall a speech the member for Murdoch made when I first came into this place during an Address-in-Reply 
debate during the first parliamentary sitting.  The member has received a number of bouquets over the past 
couple of days.  He referred to the importance of the arts.  He said that although Governments face many issues 
with varying degrees of priorities, we must remember that the arts have traditionally and historically played, and 
continue to play, an integral role in the communities we represent and in the development of this magnificent 
State in which we all live.  There is no doubt that the arts will play an even greater role in the future as we 
strengthen our identity and look at who and what we are and where we are going in the future.  I commend the 
comments of the member for Murdoch.  I remember his speech very well.   
The Community Development and Justice Standing Committee has been constituted since the Government was 
elected in 2001.  I acknowledge and thank the contributions of the members of that committee, including its 
former deputy chairman, the member for Pilbara, and a former member of the committee, the member for 
Nedlands.  I acknowledge also the contributions made by the members for Perth and Joondalup, particularly 
regarding the recent inquiry that presented its report to this House.   



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 11 November 2004] 

 p8030b-8033a 
Mr David Templeman; Mr John Hyde 

 [2] 

I acknowledge also the very professional and hard-working staff of the Parliament, particularly the staff who 
have been assigned to the Community Development and Justice Standing Committee over the past year and, 
indeed, over the past four years of the committee’s life.  I acknowledge them because I know that during the past 
year, Michael Baker, the principal research officer and Nici Burgess have had to deal with personal and family 
issues outside of this Parliament that have not been easy for them.  I acknowledge that they have continued to be 
very professional in their approach to the committee.  Michael Baker has been a very steady person.  He has a 
very good knowledge and experience of parliamentary committees and of the importance of their roles and 
responsibilities.  I thank Michael personally for his contribution as the principal research officer over the past 
four years.  Nici Burgess is very bubbly and bouncy; she jumps around.  She is an amazing young person who 
has continually acted in a most efficient, professional and effective manner.  Nici is a wonderful young person 
who is very enthusiastic about parliamentary inquiries.  Whenever the committee travelled throughout the 
various regions of Western Australia she was always very eager to make sure that everything went smoothly, and 
in most cases it did.  I thank Michael Baker and Nici Burgess in particular for their contribution to the 
committee’s work.   
Currently the committee is in the preliminary process of responding to a request from the Minister for Police and 
Emergency Services regarding a review of the bushfire regulations.  The committee is receiving submissions 
from various interest groups and stakeholders.  As I said at the beginning, it is with pleasure that I present the 
2003-04 annual report of the Community Development and Justice Standing Committee. 
MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [10.16 am]:  I will also speak about the past year of the Community Development and 
Justice Standing Committee’s very important inquiry into regional arts.  It caps off the four years of the 
committee’s life, during which time it also conducted a very important inquiry into emergency services.  It is 
salient to pause and to reflect that from that inquiry Western Australia has for the first time world’s best 
legislation planned for emergency management in this State.  I have similarly high hopes about the 
Government’s eventual response to the committee’s inquiry into regional arts.   

The committee conducted the biggest, most extensive and most considered analysis into regional arts ever 
undertaken in Australia.  I pay credit to the chairman, the member for Mandurah, and also the member for 
Joondalup for their commitment to arts in Western Australia.  Obviously I had a passion for regional arts as well 
as economic interests in a previous life.  Since 1995 I worked professionally in the arts in many areas of this 
State.  It was interesting to wear my other hat of parliamentarian and to take a macro view of the arts and to test 
and have tested my personal biases and views and to hear the views of others to compare how they stack up.   

I am reminded of a comment by Professor J.K. Galbraith, one of the eminent economists of the twentieth 
century, that those communities that are the richest in their artistic tradition are also the most progressive in their 
economic performance and are the most resilient and secure in their economic structure.  Western Australia’s 
economy is booming, with 8.9 per cent growth.  We have a responsibility to ensure not only that that growth is 
shared throughout the State but also that we value-add to that growth by developing important projects that are 
not merely calculated on their fiscal merits. 

Western Australia remains not only the largest but also the most urbanised State; that is, 75 per cent of people 
live in the wonderful metropolis of Perth.  Clearly, wonderful jobs are available in various places in regional 
WA.  Water is available.  Compared with places such as the United States and other developed economies, we 
do not have large regional cities and a great regional concentration of population.  I would argue - I think the 
report backs this up - that investment in the arts will prove true Galbraith’s comment; namely, that economic 
performance will take that mega-leap only when there are arts and other additions to the living experience of 
people in Western Australia.   

I now briefly comment on a couple of our recommendations and issues that the committee dealt with.  First is the 
importance of local government, which does an amazing job in regional Western Australia.  It does an incredible 
job in the arts.  My good friend and now the minister assisting the New Zealand Prime Minister in the arts, Judith 
Tizard, member for Auckland Central, has indicated that cultural wellbeing was included as one of the quadruple 
bottom line purposes in the New Zealand Local Government Act 2002.  Minister Tizard said - 

 Arts, cultural and heritage have an intrinsic value.  They are vital to our communities for the 
fundamental human satisfaction they give.  Culture makes an important contribution to a wider sense of 
social well-being and social cohesion.  Our arts and culture also help us to define and assert our national 
identity as a unique, creative and confident nation. 

I briefly touch on the regional Western Australians who have helped make this report so good.  In the two weeks 
since the arts report was tabled, the response we have had from regional WA has been unbelievable.  I have had 
the honour and pleasure to work professionally with many of the people mentioned in the report.  The broad 
cross-section of people in regional WA doing a great deal for the arts and their communities is profound.  It also 
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must be remembered that many of the same people are doing work in regional sport, regional local government, 
regional business and regional welfare and charity.  They are exceptional people.   

I start with Broome.  Nik Wevers is the deputy shire president as well as someone making a full-on contribution 
with the arts.  Adele Dixon is with the Shinju Matsuri Festival and the Broome Fringe.  I have worked with 
Adele in a number or roles up there.  Clare Chang is the director of the Broome Arts and Music Foundation.  
Mark Bin Baker is a treasure to Western Australia.  He is known to most people as Mary G, and he is receiving 
international exposure.  He has an amazingly creative brain.  We have worked together on a couple of scripts for 
a couple of shows, and he is one of the most creative human beings I have ever had the pleasure to know.  
Stephen “Baamba” Albert is one of my great mates.  We wrote his life story together and worked as Uncle 
Tadpole in Bran Nue Dae.  He is looked up to all over Western Australia by regional and indigenous 
communities,  He also played the West End in London this year.   

The executive manager of technical services in Geraldton is Geoffrey Shoemark.  Stephen Cope is the 
development and community services manager.  Geraldton was revolutionised when the roads and grunt guys 
realised that public art at roundabouts can make a better community and calm traffic.  Art, not only speed humps, 
can be used to calm traffic.  Dr Ian Taylor is a wonderful doctor at Geraldton Regional Hospital and he is doing 
terrific work with the Theatre ‘8’ Geraldton Inc, with which I have had a long association.  Pat Gallaher has had 
an amazing time in Geraldton as not only the librarian, but also a councillor. 

The Kalgoorlie-Boulder cultural development officer is Jeanette Beckett.  It is amazing in regional Western 
Australia the number of young people who give more than their 40 hours a week; they give their life, soul and 
time after hours to the arts and the community.  Somebody we did not get to talk to was Gary Cooper - another 
good mate of mine.  I do not refer to the American actor but the Aboriginal Worrunga Australian actor who has 
worked nationally in the arts.  He is back in Kalgoorlie helping young indigenous people with some amazing 
technology in the arts and broadcasting.  Dr Christine Jeffries-Stokes is a paediatrician working with the 
Wongutha Birni Aboriginal Corporation.  Heather Gee is working in Esperance, and any history of Esperance 
and the arts will give credit to Heather.   

Our own ArtsWA contains people such as Allanah Lucas, Alistair Bryant and Ellis Griffiths.  With Country Arts 
WA, Andy Farrant’s contribution to the arts in WA is a huge story.  What Lindsay Lovering has done - let alone 
his amazing musical skills - at Healthway in providing a human side to getting money into regional arts is highly 
commendable.  Jacquie Thomson from Lotterywest has directed Lotterywest money from the Government into 
regional communities.  Chris Holden works at the Spectrum Theatre in Albany.  Chris and I worked together 25 
years ago in Geraldton.  His contribution at the ABC and regional arts is amazing.  I remember 20 years ago 
when Doug Walker was the greatest emerging talent in Perth.  He has since gone to Britain.  He has done a great 
deal for regional arts.  Lachlan McDonald has made a great contribution.  We mention a host of people in our 
report.  I commend the report and thank Michael Baker and Nici Burgess for their amazing support for the 
committee.   
 


